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favored state measures to outlaw child labor and sweatshops
and to protect women and children against economic ex-
ploitation notwithstanding that the Supreme Court, which
most Republicans hailed as the palladium of liberty, had just
invalidated a New York minimum-wage law for women as
infringing "freedom of contract** between workers and em-
ployers and thus had seemingly shut the door upon all state
regulation of working conditions. The candidate, Alfred JVL
Landon, mild, diffident and colorless in personality, took up
the battle as best he could against overwhelming odds.
The Democrats, who offered the New Deal as their essen-
tial platform for 1936, renominated Roosevelt at Philadel-
phia with thunderous acclaim and sat back to hear an accep-
tance speech from which flew sparks and one fighting phrase,
"economic royalists/* His tutelary genius in the campaign
seemed to be the ghost not of Jefferson but of Old Hickory,
a more rugged champion of the people against the moneyed
interests, and on election day, for luck, he wore Jackson's
heavy gold watch chain. The most militant of his speeches
was reserved for Madison Square Garden. Recalling "Nine
crazy years at the ticker and three long years in the bread-
lines! Nine mad years of mirage and three long years of
despair!" he continued, "Powerful influences strive today to
restore that kind of government with its doctrine that the
Government is best which is most indifferent/* He exulted
in their opposition:
Never before in all our history have these forces been so
united against one candidate as they stand today* They are
unanimous in their hate for me—and I welcome their hatred.
I' should like to have it said of my first Administration
that in it the forces of selfishness and of lust for power met
their match. I should like to have it said of my second Ad-
ministration that in it these forces met their master*
A postelection  analysis of the campaign funds—nearly
nine million dollars for the Republicans, five and a quarter

